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We expected this furlough to be about a 7 out of 10 
with us doling out most of the service. In fact, it was a 
9 out of 10, and serving one another was even Steven. 


The last time our family formally raised financial 
support was in 2006 when I was a single man. That 
was 13 years of inflation ago. Our family is also nine 
times bigger. We had some work to do.


We targeted some of the healthiest churches we knew 
and spent a few months serving them. Here’s what we 
learned:


1. Healthy churches think carefully about 
missions: a number of the congregations had a 
thorough, documented philosophy of missions. 
They aren’t throwing out a handful of Great 
Commission darts and hoping one of them sticks. 


2. Joint family worship is sweet: among our 
greatest highlights was joining other families in their 
home devotions. Second to this was robust, 
earnest conversation with God’s people. 


3. Most churches care for their missionaries more 
than the missionary knows: rare are the 
responses to our prayer letters. Then we return and 
we’re flooded with affirmations of love and prayer. 
Why? This is a mystery, my son. But let me say to 
the flock: when you get a missionary update in your 
inbox, reply to the letter by clicking Ctrl + R and tell 
your missionaries how you love and pray for them.


4. Furlough is not a time of rest: I don’t doubt some 

missionaries can excel at furlough rest. For us, long 
stretches of travel and staying in guests’ homes 
means serving, loving, teaching, and reporting to 
churches. Structured time back in Africa is for rest.


5. “Christian” kids are falling away: the greatest trial 
we saw among church members was the leaving of 
the faith by their children. We saw and heard vivid 
examples of this at nearly every church we visited. 
It was sobering to us as parents of young kids.


6. Gospel first, but be gracious: we were in a 
number of excellent churches where music style, 
polity, and ministry emphasis varied. We learned to 
appreciate this. St. Augustine: “In essentials, unity; 
in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”


7. South Africa is home to our kids: our children 
loved traveling. They’re not shy. At all. They felt 
loved. But persistently they said: “We miss our 
home.” Home…as in Mbhokota Village. 


Two Big Matters of Prayer 
1. Baby #7 - we’d prefer the nativity of our 

fourth boy not be somewhere over the 
Atlantic. We fly out September 21. He’s 
due early October. Pray he not get antsy. 


2. Helper - if there is a young or older woman 
who would be interested in living with us in 
the village for half a year or so to help with 
homeschool while Lindy transitions to the 
new baby, please reach out to us. 
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	 	 	 	 Yours in Jesus, 

    Paul & Lindy 
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