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I have done this before. Read these questions to your 
elders or the family after mealtime. Ponder, discuss, 
argue, chew the cud, open the Book. Then pray. 


1. Should I accept the love offering from a poor, 
rural church?  

I sometimes preach at other Tsonga-speaking 
churches in Limpopo. The congregations are poor and 
struggle to pay their pastors much of anything. I’m 
from the US. And yet, there is more happiness in 
giving than receiving (Ac. 20:35). Would kindly refusing 
their gift be a help financially or a theft of their joy? 


2. Should I allow public prayers in a language not 
all in the congregation can understand?  

Many churches in multi-lingual settings insist on using 
either the lingua franca or translators when it comes to 
preaching. But they allow public prayers to be in the 
person’s home language, even if many in the church 
can’t understand it. Should prayers be allowed in the 
person’s most comfortable language, or only in a 
tongue that can be understood by all (1Co 14:16, 26)?


3. Should I preach at a church that is well-known 
for the prosperity gospel?  

During evangelism I often meet prosperity preachers. 
Five-minute conversations often fail to reveal the 
enormous theological divide between us. Suppose 
they invite me to preach at their church. Suppose they 
allow me to preach whatever I want. Is it wise to teach 
at a false church deceiving and sending many to hell?


4. Should I ever purposefully advertise the 
incorrect time for a formal gathering? 


Many of the Africans in our area are notorious for 
being late. Thus, start times for church services, 
funerals and other meetings are often listed an hour 
before reality. See you at 6am (wink, wink). Should I 
adapt to the culture hoping to achieve timeliness or 
stick to my honest standard of punctuality?


5. May members of the choir, instrumental or 
praise team be non-members?  


Most Africans love to sing, both among the 
congregation and up front. Since many churches are 
filled with women and children, often it is ladies (and 
perhaps a few young men) who lead the singing up 
front. Must they be Christians? Church members? Or 
can anyone who wants to sing be encouraged to join 
the group?


6. Should the congregation be allowed to pray 
simultaneously, out loud in public worship? 

This is a common practice in Africa. The pastor will 
pray out loud using a mic while individuals in the 
church pray out loud at the same time. Is this 
adiaphora which Scripture doesn’t address? Does it 
encourage lifting one’s prayers to God? Or is it piffle 
the Bible forbids (1Co. 14:26-27, 40)?


* Please keep praying for us. If you’re up to it, email 
your answers our way.
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