
Case for Classical Christian Education (Wilson, Canon) 

 

1. A Mess That Just Won’t Quit 

1. Since being a “progressive” is good (though no one knows what we are progressing to, we 

advocates of CCE must be able to defend classical roots.  

2. We don’t want to be trendy in our education. 

3. We need to stop trying to get the sycamore tree to bear mangos. The government 

schools will never produce righteousness. A tree is known by its fruit. 

4. School violence 

1. Violence only growing in schools. (stats on violent crimes). Not just students. 

Teachers often victims of violent crime, rape, robbery etc. 

2. We want to blame the guns.  

3. We must be radicals. Radical comes from Latin word “root.” Must get to root of 

matter. Must deal with it thoroughly.  

4. Parents are more socialistic, trusting care of their children to government and schools. 

Kids unloved and uncared for. So we pump them with drugs like Ritalin, Prozac etc. 

This is how we keep them in line.  

5. Of course, evolution taught in schools. No moral standards.  

6. Kids are under disciplined and over medicated.  

7. “We do not need gun control; we need self-control. And we cannot have self-control, 

a fruit of the Spirit, without the Gospel.”  

8. Solution #1: remove your kids from public schools. Duty of parents to protect their 

kids.  

9. Solution #2: speak out against the cultural unhappiness that pervades culture of our 

youth and how public education adds to this brain fog. Do this in private conversation, 

letters to editor. Wonder out loud. 

10. Solution #3: Build alternative educational sub-culture. Plant and build schools. But 

they must not imitate pedagogy of government schools, the god that failed.  

5. Just say yes to drugs 

1. Ritalin similar to cocaine. Given widely to kids with “ADHD” 

2. Death of outrage in our culture. Unable to get angry at what is being done to our 

children. Not intellectual problem. Spiritual issue.  

6. How it is that Johnny still doesn’t learn 

1. Bush once had campaign on illiteracy. Every child reading by grade three. He 

considered this early. So we always want more programs to fight this.  Aren’t schools 

the program to fight this? [Lots of stats about very low academics] 



2. More stats on how youth spend their time on TV and devices and how parents are not 

at home, distribution of condoms.  

3. Parents! They are missing. One of most important assets to a child in involvement of 

parents.  

4. We think schools must fix the problem instead of getting out of way so parents can fix 

it (PS: but what if you are in culture where parents are invisible but send their kids to 

the school anyway to “fix them”?] 

7. Throwing money at it 

1. Lousy education doesn’t mean cheap. Stats on how much we spend per child and 

getting less.  

8. While Rome Burns 

1. Education is fundamentally religious. Morality will always be imposed on education. 

Question is which morality will be imposed.  

2. Secular education is impossible. 

9. So Here we are 

1. The one thing we learn for history is that we don’t learn from history. 

2. Horace Mann proposed new method to read in 1837. Got it from guy who taught deaf 

kids. Look-say method. Tried to replace older method of phonetic sounds of letters 

which worked well. John Dewey then in 1930 rejected phonetic instruction. Wanted 

whole language. This method has totally failed, but not failed to bring in money.  

3. Reading failure usually shows up after the fourth grade when volume of words needed 

for reading difficult stuff shows words can’t be memorized.  

10. Closing line: 

1. Contrary to the opinions of our adversaries, education is not a savior. But it can be 

saved.  

2. The Rise and Fall of secular education in America 

1. Its not like everything was great until the 1950s in American. Problem goes down to the 

bone. Nature of rebellion was democracy—rule of demos. the people.  

2. In fact, founding fathers wanted to set up constitutional republic, not a democracy.  

3.  You can’t have Christian fruit grow on a secular tree. Secular education is a contradiction in 

terms.  

4. “Pagans, Catholics, Moslems, Greeks, and Protestants have all rejected any education not 

grounded in religion as absurd and wicked.” - Dabney 

5. The presence of neutrality is exactly that—a presence. Secular education is supplanting one 

religion with another. Many believe in the myth of neutrality. Many areas could be taught 

without any reference to authority of Scripture.  



6. Pluralism is another word for polytheism. Pluralism simply speaks of plural authoritative 

voices.  

7. The establishment of a Christian school movement is in principle a threat to the current 

establishment, and the establishment knows it.  

3. Healing the wound lightly 

1. Some press for reintroduction of prayer in public schools. Other want to reform government 

schools from the outside with vouchers and charter schools.  

2. Every thought made captive to Christ (2Cor. 10:1-4). [PS: possible theme? “All thoughts 

captive to Christ” or “All things under Christ’s feet”?] Anyone that is not gathering with him 

is scattering (Mt. 12:30).  

3. We can’t view Christianity as mere relish. Why pushing prayer when it can be offered to 

another god? This is a generic god, a secular god. This is idolatry. Prayer is a form of worship 

and if it is not Christian prayer, it is idolatrous prayer.  

4. Government school is socialistic.  

5. Fascism is an economic system that occurs when government does not “own” the means of 

production but to a large measure controls them. Private ownership light. Don’t take 

vouchers. If you take the king’s coin, you’re the kings man. Yes, yes, they’re cheaper than 

private. But can you plow with an ox and mule together? (2Cor. 6:14). Neutrality is a myth.  

6. Some want to keep vouchers alive not for month but because they are insecure about their 

ability to produce an outstanding education on their own. Scorned for their lack of 

educational expertise. They want the stamp, the approval, the paper.  

4. The Nature of Man 

1. If man is basically good, we must know why man keeps doing evil things. Secular answer is 

ignorance. Thus, the savior for ignorant man is education. Great section on racial prejudice 

and racial animosity. Former implies ignorance rather than bad heart.  

2. Horace Mann, father of government education….  

3. Humans are fallen, not trustworthy, must be taken into account when training children.  

5. The Case against government schools 

1. Parents must pull their children from public schools. Can’t turn them around. Parents who 

don’t are guilty of sinful negligence.  

2. “Christian education is not a luxury or an option. It is part of Christian discipleship for those 

who have been blessed with children….Christian education is a necessity.” (54) 

3. Perhaps some public schools started somewhat Christian, but Christian features soon were 

squeezed out. 

4. Why not government education: 

1. Danger: Violent 



2. Academic incompetence: “Nonbelievers can teach the truth in any given area only on 

the basis of common grace—that is, if they borrow Christian categories on the sly in 

order to do so. But when nonbelievers grow increasingly aware of their 

epistemological assumptions, they begin rejecting the very concept of truth—every 

manifestation of it—and they embrace the absurd.” This is why academic integrity 

can only flourish over time in Christian school.  

3. Immorality: even encouraged. Sex education. Grotesque. Christian education is a 

demand of the covenant (Dt. 6:4-9; Ps. 78:5-8). Notice how comprehensive this 

education is. Perks: “Either we educate our children n terms of a Christian culture, or 

we hand them over to be educated by humanists as pagans.” Eph. 6:4 too.  

5. Common arguments: 

1. Salt and light: Can influence and evangelize. Bad. (1) Not true. Unbelievers influence 

more than believers. (2) evangelism not duty without training. No VBS to evangelize 

mormons.  

2. “I survived”: is that our goal? Survival? Just playing defense? If we want to play 

offense, we’re saying we want Christian schools. Even teachers, if not clueless, will 

be often exasperated.  

6. Choice: educate kids in Christian worldview and build and preserve Christian civilization or 

give kids to pagans.  

6. The Centrality of Worship 

1. Christian education is not mere data transfer. Its not just in the classroom. Must move to all 

of life.  

7. What is education? 

1. If Christ is not Lord of all he is not Lord at all. 

2. Christian education is inherently religious. 

3. Perks: “For the Christian the purpose of education is to facilitate maturation in the image of 

God and thus growth into true manhood and womanhood, so that the child might be able to 

fulfill his creation mandate in obedience to God’s word. It follows from this that the kind of 

education we give our children must be one which is thoroughly grounded in the Christian 

worldview and which seeks to subject every discipline to the authority of God’s word as it is 

revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. education is thus inescapably a 

covenant activity; indeed it is a central aspect of man’s covenant duty. Hence to deny our 

children such an education is to abandon our responsibilities as the covenant people of God.” 

(68) 

4. Christian education and relying on authority of Scripture in all things isn’t just praying before 

class and sprinkling in some pious phrases.  

8. Democracy and egalitarianism 



1. Common objection: Christian and private schools cost “elitism”. Christian educators have to 

be very careful. Presenting school as striving for excellence... 

2. Envy is one of the seven deadly sins but today, it is institutionalized and taught everywhere. 

We don’t call it envy. We call it fairness, justice and equality.  

3. This discourages schools that want to honor differences built into the world, like sex, ability 

etc. Today, “you can be whatever you want. Medieval child told to occupy his station. 

Former told a lie.  

4. Today, we call evil good and good evil (Isa. 5:20). Preacher can spend whole time talking 

about self and being open and all call him humble. But man who preaches truth regardless of 

culture and time is called arrogant.  

5. Why do we want to bring Christian education to as many children as possible? First reason is 

Christian kindness. Jesus said to preach gospel to every creature. This gospel is found in 

Scripture. We teach people to read to they may know and understand this gospel and Christ.  

6. A reason we don’t bring Christian education to all is because they have a right to education. 

If not, it is robbery. No. For some, to deprive one of free education is like depriving them of 

oxygen.  

7. Christian right are negatively defined. Humanist rights positively defined. Christian: right to 

trial by jury. Humanist: affordable living; living wage. Notice slight of hand. Latter is really 

demand on another. Government forces to pay. All must pay for free education.  

8. Inequalities are not possible to remove in this world. Some will do well, others will not. 

Some parents can afford, others can not. Some are smart and athletic and handsome and 

others are not. French Revolution wanted liberty and equality. But with liberty comes 

inequality. If equality mandated, liberty is lost.  

9. What is classical education? 

1. Many kinds. Democratic classical of Adler. Elite classical of wealthy prep schools. Fake 

classical uses a little Latin.  

2. For Christian classical, classical is not enough. Must be rigorously Christian.  

3. Wilson is Augustinian. Systematic rigor, but man is sinful, Reformed, Calvinistic theology.  

4. Adler is Aristotelian, common sense rationalism. Goal: participate in great conversation with 

intelligence and grace. 

5. Hicks is Plato. Classical humanism of Renaissance. Moralistic. Goal same as Adler but moral 

improvement.  

6. Definition: an approach to teaching that passes on the heritage of the West. That children 

grow naturally in stages that correspond with Trivium’s elements: grammar to younger 

students, dialectic to junior-high and rhetorical to high school. Western culture because this is 

where Christian faith made greatest advance. Christianity and West intertwined, though West 

of course not synonymous with Christianity.  [PS: condense this Paul] Interesting point; 



Wilson is writing to Americans, so he says: “Students who are taught to love their own 

culture will understand why other people love theirs.” But a CC school in Africa, would it 

still emphasize the West? 

10.  Logos School, ACCS, and the New St. Andrews 

1. After 20 years, Logos continues to flourish. Moscow not big town, so such a big school 

shows quality work really being done here. DW probably founded it when he was around 30. 

Surely we can do this.  

2. Motto: “A classical and Christ-centered Education.” [PS: sounds pretty good to me; ] 

3. “A worldview is like a cheap sweater. If you pull a loose strand found on your left arm, it is 

not long before your right arm begins to unravel. Everything is connected. Pedagogy is 

connected to theology, which is connected to worship, which is connected to politics, and so 

on.” (88) 

4. When you have a Christian school, kids show up for five days a week, eight hours a day, nine 

months a year, every year for 12 years. That’s a lot of time. You’ve got to have something to 

say.  

5. You can’t just copy what they’re saying down the road. Who wants that? The more we 

studied the more we realized how far we had to go. But cultural standards grew.  

6. As time went on, teachers and leaders refined their beliefs, but always stayed true to the goal.  

7. Should we join ACCS? There are some overseas. Go to the website. They have a “starting 

up” section. Invaluable resource. Tons. Canon press as well. The big mama is Veritas Press.  

8. But as one thing led to another, New St. Andrews was started because these students were all 

dressed up and had no where to go. Not that there aren’t Christians colleges, but most seemed 

big point was to eat pizza and make friends, hardly academic rigor. Many compromise on 

evolution, egalitarianism etc.  

9. The single greatest need in the classical Christian movement is trained teachers.  

10. High demand for our teachers. Students at NSA required to take four years of language study. 

Year and a half of Latin and half year of Greek or Hebrew.  

11. The Christian Heart and Mind 

1. Christian worldview is living obedient Christian life in all of life—heart, mind, fingers, toes.  

2. Reason and emotion have differences but both located, as Lewis says, in “the chest” 

(Abolition of Man). When we’re walking with God, we’re singing, reading his word, loving 

our spouses, cutting the lawn, teaching children, reading history etc. Christian worldview. 

We’re after a Christian civilization. A worldview means everything is in submission to 

Christ.  

12. The PEERS Problem 

1. Worldly thinking often flows into our schools. Nehemiah Institute tracks this. PEERS tests. 

Politics, Economics, Education, Religion, and Social Studies. Then grades them as Biblical 



theism, moderate Christian, secular humanism, socialism. Teachers take test and so do 

students.  

2. Sample questions: human life begins at conception, premarital sex is always wrong, 

centralized government is inefficient and is counterproductive for society, major obstacle is 

ignorance, etc. Test has weaknesses but very helpful.  

3. This testing categorizes beliefs in Politics, Economics, Education, Religion and social issues 

4. Four classifications: biblical theism, moderate Christian, secular humanism and socialism 

5. In 1988, scores for Christians in governments schools was 36. In 2001 it was 7.5. In 

Christians schools in 1988, score was 47, in 2001 it was 22.  

6. Paul, check this out. 

13. The Paideia of God 

1. Paideia is more than formal education. In the ancient world it was all-encompassing and 

shaped future citizens. Its a way of life. It was religious and religious claims are total.  

2. Romans even said they must hire nursemaid that pronounces words properly. Words heard 

properly was important part of child’s education.  

1. Paul told fathers to give proper paideia to kids (Eph. 6:4). It was a culture, shaped 

soul. Absolute. Christ is foundation of all of life.  

2. Christian enculturalization.  

3. Read Eph. 6:4; Heb. 12:5; 2Tm. 3:14-16;  

3. This shows why classical Christian academies teach all subjects as an integrated whole with 

the Scriptures at the center. Bringing up boys and girls in Christian faith, maturity that brings 

Christian culture.  

4. Thus, we need a more comprehensive vision for education. Need radical change. We don’t 

want to rearrange the furniture. We need to deep-clean the carpet. True educational reform 

needs a drastic overhaul. 

1. Education reform can’t come apart from deep and passionate commitment to the 

historic Christian faith, living out in worshiping communities. Christian school is not 

at the center of the Christian world—that is the local church on Sunday.  

2. Educational reform can’t come apart from love of kids, towns, books, subjects, music 

etc.  

3. ER can’t come apart from faith. i.e we need some crazy people to try what no one 

wants to try. God commands Christian education and he promises to bless it.  

5. Obstacles to all of this 

1. Ignorance: ignorance is comfortable. (PS: include Sowell line, soon as you try, 

mistakes) 

2. Contemporary beliefs in conflict with historic Christian vision. (i.e. new things, 

psychology; of course classical education is anything but new. Its actually the oldest).  



3. Money 

4. Discipline; can’t happen without it; but discipline is not popular.  

5. Laziness; women not made to shoulder load of all kids education; men lazy.  

14. The Seven Liberal Arts 

1. Hebrew background of education: Formal education for Jews was rare before the exile but 

common afterward. Rigorous education became important to the Jews. 

2. Boys between 6-10 attended basic grammar school in synagogue; then boys would study law. 

Gifted and wealthy went to work as scribe. Paul was famous student of Gamaliel.  

3. Four kinds of students. (1) Sponge (absorbs everything); (2) Funnel (absorbs nothing), (3) 

Sieve (catches illustration but misses point), (4) Winnow (blows away the illustration but gets 

the point).   

4. Trivium (first three of the seven liberal arts) and Quadrivium (the last four); Trivium is 

grammar, dialectic, and rhetoric; Quadrivium is arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy.  

5. Many synagogues had schools attached to them. Schools attached to Brethren of Common 

life and nursery for Reformation. Reformers graduated from these schools. Groote forbidden 

to preach so he turned to education.  

6. What they did in Germany in past is same today. Nothing new under sun. Same classical 

emphasis. Practical, emphasizing especially grammar, rhetoric, logic, ethics, and philosophy 

and religion. This would help boy when older.  

7. Anselm said we advance to knowledge from faith, not faith from knowledge.  

8. “What madness it is to learn so much trash, when time is so precious.” Seneca 

9. “Education is for life. It cannot be limited to book learning, and it is not restricted to the 

hours between eight and three. As such , we would add, it is inescapably religious.” - Wilson 

(125) 

10. Reformation put great emphasis on classical education.  

11. Keatinge: “Good schools, and nothing else, could remove monkish ignorance from the land; 

and this truth Luther was not slow to enunciate.” (126) Luther: Where the Holy Scriptures are 

not the rule, I should advice no one to send his child." 

12. Calvin founded schools and promoted equation, so much so that Geneva took the lead in 

education around Europe. Schools spread rapidly. Knox said: every church should have a 

schoolmaster appointed to teach grammar and Latin etc." 

13. Puritans continued this. They brought with them wherever they went the Bible, Institutes, 

Latin grammar and study of the classics.  

14. Really, we do for less with much more. We are rich. Our fathers did so much more with so 

much less.  

15. Formal education among Jews rare before exile but common afterwards. In time of Jesus, 

boys between ages six and ten attended basic grammar school in the synagogue.  



16. Talmud’s categorization of four different kinds of students: (1) sponge absorbs everything, 

(2) funnel absorbs nothing, (3) sieve, catches the illustration but misses point, (4) winnow 

blows away the illustrations but gets the point. 

17. Trivium is first three of seven liberal arts and Quadrivium is the last four. Former is grammar, 

dialectic, and rhetoric. Latter is arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy.  

18. As Anselm said, we ought to advance to knowledge through faith, not come to faith through 

knowledge.” That is, we must believe the great ideas of the Christian faith before we reason 

about them.  

19. Education is inescapably religious because it is for life.  

20. Our fathers did far more with much less. 

21. Christendom is the historic reality of Christian culture as a world movement. It came about 

when the Hellenistic Roman culture was converted to Christianity. It then diffused to the 

people of the West. It became a super culture. It absorbed and overloaded a large number of 

cultures to varying degrees of importance (e.g. sacred learning of Hebrews, wisdom of 

Greeks, law of the Romans.  

15. The Trivium 

1. What does classical education have to do with the Christian faith. What does Jerusalem have 

to do with Athens? 

2. Classical Christian educators want to acknowledge the lordship of Christ in every subject 

they teach in their schools.  

3. What is classical? 

1. Two things: the Trivium and Western culture (PS: perhaps we could says, “An 

emphasis on the best of what the world’s best cultures have offered.” Which then of 

course would emphasize western culture).  

2. Trivium is three of the seven liberal arts (grammar, dialectic and rhetoric). Every 

subject has “grammar”, which are the rote facts. They allow someone to play Trivial 

pursuit but not much else. Disaster if you skip this step though. Dialectic is logic. 

Sorting out the grammar. Rhetoric is a good man speaking well.  

3. Trivium is chronological: grammar first (factoids), dialectic second (sorting), rhetoric 

(a good man speaking well; presentation of truth in a lovely form).  

4. Yes, we should be careful of what unbelievers teach, of taking gold from the 

Egyptians. But we’re not just automatically to believe the opposite of what an 

unbeliever discovers. Common grace means unbelievers discover canaries are yellow 

and the sky is blue. True. They also believe canaries are distant cousins of the brown 

moose. Not common grace. Trivium of Scripture: knowledge to grammar, 

understanding to dialectic, wisdom to rhetoric.  

5. Clear thinking is a moral issue. Blurry thinking is one of the great sins of the age. 



6. In a Christian school, discernment should be at the center of teaching at the dialectic 

stage. Knowing the difference between a horse and a duck is the grammar stage. 

Knowing which animal to take into battle is the dialectic stage.  

7. Sayers gave great insight, that stages of Trivium lined up with stages of youthful 

growth.  

8. Poll parrot: grammar stage, kids love to chant and memorize. 

9. Pert: they like to argue. Let them argue, but teach them how to argue. 

10. Poetic: Concerned with appearances. Teach how to present themselves. Many are 

awkward because they don’t know how to present themselves. “Dude I was totally 

there.”  

4. Content: why do we teach West? Latin? Because this is where gospel went first in God’s 

providence. Charlemagne will mean more than Ming Dynasty. History is river and we live 

downstream from our ancestors and upstream fro our descendants.  

16. A Case for Latin 

1. Few give reasons for lowering the bar. Reasons necessary for raising it.  

2. Latin is good for four reasons: 

1. Mental discipline 

1. We relax Latin standards for same reason we like riding bike downhill.  

2. Brain is muscle, not shoebox.  

3. Mental lackness is contagious. When standards slip, slide across the board, 

culture-wide and then no high standards.  

4. Natural tendency is always down. We always want to read what is easier. 

2. Literary appreciation 

1. Many of the great literary work, those that will be studied until the end of the 

world, were written in Latin (e.g. Augustine’s Confessions and Virgil’s 

Aeneid). The literature of Spain, France, England rest upon it.  

2. Can read Virgil in the original, easier to read classical Greek (works same way 

Latin does). 

3. Mastery of English 

1. This is directly related to success in life (business, school etc.). 80% of our 

English vocabulary comes from Latin and Greek, 50% coming from Latin.  

4. Foundation for preparation for ministry 

17. What Classical is not 

1. Lets be careful. Better to play piano by ear than have all kinds of music theory but can’t play 

the piano. 

2. Lets be careful on grades too. You get an 87 for painting a sunset. What does that mean? 

3. Credits for a sociology class. St. Paul gets a B-? Don’t go overboard on grades.  



4. Augustine: what good is a golden key if it cannot unlock what we want unlocked and what is 

wrong with a wooden key if it can open all the doors? 

18. Educating the imagination 

1. “The entertainment model of education wants the students to enjoy themselves; the older 

classical model wants students to be disciplined so that the come to enjoy their work." 

2. Must come to terms with our enemy the Enlightenment. It was the Endarkenment. (a	

European	intellectual	movement	of	the	late	17th	and	18th	centuries	

emphasizing	reason	and	individualism	rather	than	tradition.	It	was	

heavily	influenced	by	17th-century	philosophers	such	as	Descartes,	

Locke,	and	Newton,	and	its	prominent	exponents	include	Kant,	Goethe,	

Voltaire,	Rousseau,	and	Adam	Smith).  

3. Some in Christian schools think they have to chose between insipid (flavorless) Christian lit 

or dangerous pagan lit. Not between Christian twinkies and poisoned exquisite meals.  

4. Imitation is one of the foundational ways of learning.  

5. Every book is a form of distance learning. But cyber-education is limited because of the lack 

of imitation.  

6. The goal of classical education in our schools is rhetoric. Logic and grammar are 

preparatory work for the final Trivium level, rhetoric. We’re after poetry.  

7. Music is awful in Christian schools today. Kids sing insipid treacle.  

8. If our people are not taught to appreciate good music, they won’t go to no music, but lousy 

music.  

9. Goal should be to teach sight-reading to all children in elementary.  

19. Classical Athletics 

1. Godliness is profitably in all things, including athletics (1Tm. 4:8).  

2. Point of everything is discipleship.  

20. Personal Holiness 

1. Three motives for confession 

1. Required by God 

2. Protects loved ones 

3. Restores the soul 

2. Ways we avoid true repentance 

1. Trivialize sin 

2. Surrender to sin 

3. Justify sin 

4. Excuse sin 

5. Blur sin 



6. Reassign sin 

7. Ignore sin 

8. Putting off dealing with sin 

9. Hide the sin 

10. Embrace the sin 

11. Buy the sin 

12. Theologize the sin 

3. Can’t make good omelet with rotten eggs. Staff must be walking in the spirit.  

4. Teachers must be teachable, diligent and humble.  

21. Boardsmanship 

22. School Clothes 

1. We should dress for comfort, that is the comfort of others. Today, we dress to suit ourselves. 

In the past, we thought of others when we dressed up. Now we only think of self.  

2. All should be under submission to Christ, including skirts and collars (2Cor. 10:4-5).  

3. Great task is to teach students what is lovely, not some aesthetic relativism.  

4. Abigail was a beautiful and intelligent woman (1Sm. 25:3). There is a feminine loveliness. 

There is such a thing as a skillful importance (Ps. 33:1).  

5. Achan was tempted by a beautiful Babylonian garment, not a pair of sweats (Josh. 7:21). 

Ruth presented herself to Boaz in her best garments (Ruth 3:3). Clothing matters to others.  

6. Clothing is also tailored to the occasion (eg. tux and overalls. Jesus and JTB recognized this.  

7. There will always be dress standards. If school doesn’t set it, students will.  

8. Evangelicals have an eagle eye to imitating the world.  

23. The Seven Laws of Teaching 

1. Written by John Milton Gregory 

2. Every classical Christian school ought to have this work as an essential part of its teacher 

training and all teachers should be able to apply the laws to what is done in the classroom.  

1. “A teacher must be one who knows the lesson or truth or art to be taught.”  

1. Seems obvious, but many neglect here. Enthusiasm crucial here.  

2. Gregory: “The final product of clear thought is clear speech." 

2. “A learner is one who attends with interest to the lesson." 

1. Thought provoking questions planned ahead of time.  

2. If teacher bored with material, so will students. 

3. “Language used as a medium between teacher and learned must be common to both." 

1. Teacher must stoop in order to teach. 

4. “The lesson to be mastered must be explicable in the terms of truth already known by 

the learner—the unknown must be explained by means of the known." 

1. Use what is familiar with the people. 



5. “Teaching is arousing and uses the pupil’s mind to grasp the desired thought or to 

master the desired art." 

1. Gregory: excite and direct the self-activities of the pupil, and as a rule tell hm 

nothing that he can learn himself. 

2. Good teaching makes the student want to learn. Don’t entertain. " 

3. “True teaching, then, is not that which gives knowledge, but that which 

stimulates pupils to gain it." 

4. When students have “will that be on the test” kind of smarts, they just have 

pile of facts in temporary memory, soon to be off loaded. 

5. Knowing comes by thinking, not by being told. 

6. “Learning is thinking into one’ sown understanding a new idea or truth or working 

into habit a new art or skill." 

1. Repeating a catechism answer is at the grammar stage of catechism, not the 

rhetoric.  

2. We must insist upon original thinking. (great section here, convicting). 

7. “The test and proof of teaching done—the finishing and fastening process—must be a 

reviewing, rethinking, reknowing, reproducing, and applying of the material that has 

been taught, the knowledge and ideals and arts that have been communicated.”  

8. Bitter people have great memories. Why? Review, review, review makes every detail 

sharp.  

24. Alternatives to School 

1. The Christian classroom is a normal and appropriate way to teach children. It has been used 

for millennia. Classroom can be rejected for some reasons but that is another thing. Covenant 

schools were common before the time of Christ  

2. Ideologue says homeschool is good by definition. Homers. Or CCE good by definition.  

3. CCE tempted by administrative bureaucracy. HS by undisciplined, nonacademic atmosphere.  

4. Homeschoolers be careful in these three ways: 

1. Not sufficient time for CE. Can’t do it all in three hours when it takes others 8. Can’t 

get CE to go. Books can’t do all the teaching. Reading is often great. Math often 

terrible.  

2. Familism. Large families, detached from larger community. Everything done at home. 

Older girls often expected to be mom.  

3. Boys called to go out into the world. Boys can be attached to home in bad way. 

Homeschool good in younger years and a few kids. Schools have advantage when 

kids older and lots of kids.  

25. Threat of State Entanglement 

1. All government in US prohibits acknowledging Jesus as Lord.  



2. Many don’t want vouchers given by those who are anti-god. If you take the king’s coin you’ll 

be the king’s man. Money always comes with conditions. In the beginning, those conditions 

may be tolerable. Perhaps only to hide the hook.  

3. Example: BJ couldn’t be tax exempt with interracial dating policy. Besides point it was 

wrong. They should have right to be silly.  

4. Not easy just to pull out of vouchers if not liking stipulations. You’ve built the school to a 

certain point, can’t go back.  

26. Turning it Around: a Thought Experiment 

1. Life not frictionless but suppose you wanted to turn around a school that has drifted. What to 

do? 

1. Acquire a confessional identity - broad, generic evangelical identity won’t do. Must 

have confession of faith in line with historic Protestant faith. 

2. Make countercultural statement in transformed appearance of the student body. 

Uniforms. Cultural wackiness forbidden. Gone short skirts, iPhones in class etc.  

3. Raise tuition to 85% of the cost of education paid by parents. Development office 

figures how to pay for rest. Teachers would get more than most teachers. Teachers 

should be highly respected, paid decently and not looked at as hirelings.  

4. Free of all government entanglement 

5. As a curriculum, turn to medieval Trivium as developed and applied by D. Sayers. 

Emphasizing that students grow best in three stages, each according to element of 

Trivium (grammar, dialectic, rhetoric). Wilson fleshes this out here. Rhetoric stage, 

they take apologetics in Bible class, for example. Instead of prom, trained in manners 

and etiquette. Different protocol nights where attend different cultural events (opera, 

dinner at fancy restaurant etc.) Latin should begin no later than 3rd grade. This goes 

through 3rd grade. Then they can switch to Greek or Hebrew. Must have musical 

literacy. At least half hour of musical instruction each day. Teachers should be purists 

that believe in teaching phonetically. All those leaving first or second grade should 

know how to read.  

6. Increase extracurricular activities and raise GPA requirements to participate in them.  

27. Canonical Books 

1. Twenty five books that should be found in every curriculum of a CCS.  

2. First list is foundational 

1. Scripture 

2. Iliad 

3. Odyssey 

4. Oresteia 

5. History of the Persian Wars 



6. Oedipus Rex 

7. The Republic 

8. Nicomachean Ethics 

9. The Aeneid 

10. On the Incarnation 

11. Confessions 

12. Beowulf 

13. Divine Comedy 

14. Canterbury Tales 

15. Hamlet, Macbeth, Henry V, Much Ado About Nothing, Midsummer 

16. Institutes 

17. Vindicae Contra Tyrannos 

18. The Temple 

19. Paradise Lost 

20. Pensees 

21. Pride and Prejudice 

22. Faust 

23. Huck Finn 

24. Brothers Karamozov 

25. Lord of the Rings 

26. More: Josephus, City of God, Bondage of the Will, Oxford Book of English verse, 

World of Mulliner, Mencken Chrestomathy, Screwtape, Narnia, Treasury of David, 

Orthodoxy Method of Prayer etc. 

28. And Unto Children’s Children 

1. Education not in vacuum. Central part of child rearing. Deut. 6 

2. Christian parents have religious duty to provide Christian education for their children. Ps. 

144:12; Eph. 6:1-3 

29. A Pedagogic Creed 

1. Good stuff in this chapter, especially section on the Trivium and Western canon 

30. Call for teachers 

1. “Sheet-rocking classrooms, janitorial work, preparing lesson plans late at night, reading 

books way over our heads, driving ramshackle buses, coaching basketball teams, pulling 

teeth in the school office, starting schools hen everyone said we were crazy, installing fire 

alarms—let the beauty f the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands. 

Lord God, establish the work of our hands.”, p. 236 

 



 

0 

1. Our school is Christian 

2. Our school is Classical 

3. Our school is Cultural 

4. School statement: Who are we? ______ Christian School. Who do we serve? King Jesus. Why do we 

live? To glorify him. What is our motto? All things under Christ’s feet.  

 

Why we’re starting a classical Christian school 

1. The Great Commission 

2. Christian kindness or compassion.  

3. Crisis: Awful state of education in RSA 

1. Violence, drunkenness, illiteracy, out-of-wedlock and depression are common among South 

African youth today in part because condom distribution, Darwinian evolution are commonly 

taught in the government schools. The first solution is for parents to take their children out of 

government schools—the humanistic institution that will teach their children for over 10,000 

hours from the beginning to end of their education. Because their children need an alternative 

place to learn, Christians should be planting and building schools that are antithetical to the 

teaching philosophy, worldview and curriculum of government schools.  

2.  

4. Collateral: we’ve saved up a bunch of cultural collateral and respect in this area over 13 years. 

We’ve learned the language. I lived with the chief’s family for two years. One respected South 

African pastor with a large ministry in the country said one of the greatest mistakes he made was 

moving too quickly in the village setting. He didn’t earn their trust. “You are much further ahead of 

the game than we were, Paul." 

5. Resources (capital) 

6. Gifting (capability) 

7. Worldview (culture; Christian culture) 

8. Counsel 

9. comrades 

10. Carey and others - the history of missions, the history of the great commission, is a history almost 

inseparably connected to the establishment of churches and schools. Carey, Paton and on and on. 

Other great missionaries that didn’t start schools were usually either killed before they could (Jim 

Elliot) or focused … Doesn’t follow that just because past missionaries taught a generation how to 

read that therefore present missionaries shouldn’t start schools. Just because one generation was 



taught how to sing on pitch doesn’t mean the next generation shouldn’t be taught how to read music. 

Our goal would essentially to take this culture from the grammar stage to the logic stage. Perhaps our 

children or children’s children can take it to the stage of rhetoric.  

11. Common sense: the plain fact is that we are teaching our people about 2-3 hours a week. Throw in a 

few more hours for the faithful ones that come to all the services. For a culture steeped in an ungodly 

worldview and with people who have held to this worldview for so long, it seems logical to us to find 

a method where we could infiltrate their minds with a Christian worldview for, say, 30+ hours a 

week. And with moldable little hearts to boot. Now the only way people will actually subject 

themselves to this (and the vast majority of people here emphatically do not want this) is to offer an 

education that is at the same time appealing. And it is appealing, not only for the academics, but 

attractive some very basic but still revolutionary reasons. School starts on time. Teachers come on 

time. Teachers smile and love the students. The grounds are well taken care of and beautiful. There is 

respect, authority, compassion etc. These are very rare here.  

 


